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Klickitat County Port District No. 1

Emergency Public Work
2013-02 – 154 Bingen Point Bldg. Sewer Jetting

1. APPLICABLE LAW

Pursuant to RCW 39.04.280(3), an "emergency" means unforeseen circumstances beyond the control 
of the municipality that either: (a) Present a real, immediate threat to the proper performance of 
essential functions; or (b) will likely result in material loss or damage to property, bodily injury, or loss 
of life if immediate action is not taken. 

2. DESCRIPTION

On February 7, 2013, Port staff noticed that the toilets in Suites A and B of the 154 Bingen Point Build­
ing (aka Building 1A) were not flushing properly and that air bubbles were escaping into the toilet bowl. 
A brief investigation determined this was likely due to a clog in the sanitary sewer line serving the 
building.  In an attempt to clear the clog, Port maintenance staff used a 100ft power snake (the 
longest available) to attempt to clear the line from the easternmost clean-out located in front of the 
building.  Several attempts to clear the clog were made from this and other entry points, but without 
success.

After two hours, and with no sanitary sewer service to the five suites housed in the building, Port 
administration declared an emergency and instructed Port maintenance staff to seek a plumbing con­
tractor able to arrive on-site that day.  Chinook Plumbing was the first contractor contacted that was 
able to address the emergency the same day.

3. WORK PERFORMED

Using the westernmost clean-out located in front of the building, Chinook Plumbing employed a 200 
foot water jet to clear the sanitary sewer line.  The clog was located 110 feet from the point of entry.  
The clog was cleared and service restored before the end of business the same day.
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